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ROBERT D. KAPLAN

Global geopolitical thinker, bestselling author, and incisive foreign affairs analyst shaping

strategic leadership perspectives

World-renowned geopolitical analyst with decades of frontline global reporting
Bestselling author of 20+ influential books on geopolitics and global strategy
Advisor to governments, military institutions, and global organizations
Translates complex global dynamics into actionable strategic insight
Provocative thought leader on risk, resilience, and the future world order



Robert D. Kaplan is a globally respected geopolitical analyst, foreign affairs journalist, and
bestselling author whose work bridges history, geography, and strategy. He is the
bestselling author of twenty-four books on foreign affairs and travel translated into many
languages, including China Whisperers, Waste Land, The Loom of Time, The Tragic Mind,
Adriatic, The Coming Anarchy, Balkan Ghosts, Asia's Cauldron, and The Revenge of
Geography. For three decades he reported on foreign affairs for The Atlantic. He is a

distinguished senior lecturer at the University of Texas at Austin.

From 2020 to 2025 he held the Robert Strausz-Hupé Chair in Geopolitics at the Foreign
Policy Research Institute. He was a senior adviser at Eurasia Group, chief geopolitical
analyst at Stratfor, a visiting professor at the United States Naval Academy, a senior fellow
at the Center for a New American Security, and a member of both the Pentagon’s Defense
Policy Board and the U. S. Navy's Executive Panel. Foreign Policy magazine twice named

him one of the world's “Top 100 Global Thinkers."

New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman has called Kaplan among the four "most
widely read" authors defining the post-Cold War (along with Stanford Professor Francis
Fukuyama, Yale Professor Paul Kennedy, and the late Harvard Professor Samuel
Huntington). Kaplan's article, "The Coming Anarchy," published in the February, 1994
Atlantic Monthly, about how population rise, ethnic and sectarian strife, disease,
urbanization, and resource depletion is undermining the political fabric of the planet, was
hotly debated in foreign-language translations around the world. So was his December,
1997 Atlantic cover story, "Was Democracy Just A Moment?" That piece argued that the
democracy now spreading around the world would not necessarily lead to more stability.
According to U. S. News & World Report, "President Clinton was so impressed with Kaplan,

he ordered an interagency study of these issues, and it agreed with Kaplan's conclusions."

In the 1980s, Kaplan was the first American writer to warn in print about a future war in the
Balkans. Balkan Ghosts was chosen by The New York Times Book Review as one of the
"best books" of 1993. The Arabists, The Ends of the Earth, An Empire Wilderness,
Eastward to Tartary, and Warrior Politics were all chosen by The New York Times as

"“notable" books of the year. An Empire Wildernesswas chosen by The Washington Post



and The Los Angeles Times as one of the best books of 1998. The Wall Street Journal
named The Arabists one of the five best books ever written about America’s historical
involvement in the Middle East. The Financial Times named Asia's Cauldron one of the ten

best political books of 2014.

Besides The Atlantic, Kaplan's essays have appeared on the editorial pages of The New
York Times, The Washington Post, the Financial Times, The Wall Street Journal, and The
Los Angeles Times, as well as in all the major foreign affairs journals, including cover
stories in Foreign Affairs. He has been a consultant to the U. S. Army's Special Forces
Regiment, the U. S. Air Force, and the U. S. Marines. He has lectured at military war
colleges, the FBI, the National Security Agency, the Pentagon's Joint Staff, the Defense
Intelligence Agency, the CIA, major universities, and global business forums. He has
briefed presidents, secretaries of state, and defense secretaries, Kaplan has delivered the
Secretary of State's Open Forum Lecture at the U.S. State Department. He has reported
from over 100 countries. Two earlier books of his, Soldiers of God: With Islamic Warriors in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and Surrender or Starve: Travels in Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia

and Eritrea, have been re-issued, so that all his books are in print.

In 2004, Kaplan was given the Distinguished Alumni Award by the University of
Connecticut. In 2009, he was given the Benjamin Franklin Public Service Award by the
Foreign Policy Research Institute in Philadeplphia. In 2016, he was awarded the
International Prize by the Spanish Geographical Society in Madrid, presented by Queen
Sofia of Spain. In 2024, his book The Loom of Time was the runner-up for the best non-
fiction work in international affairs awarded by the Overseas Press Club. In 2025, he was

given the Dutch Independence Award in The Hague.

Robert D. Kaplan was born June 23, 1952 in New York City. He graduated in 1973 from the
University of Connecticut, where he was the features editor of the Connecticut Daily
Campus. In 1973 and 1974 he traveled throughout Communist Eastern Europe and parts of
the Near East. From 1974 to 1975 he was a reporter for the Rutland Daily Herald in
Vermont. In 1975, he left the United States to travel throughout the Arab and Mediterranean
worlds, beginning a period of 16 years living overseas. He served a year in the Israel
Defense Forces and lived for nine years in Greece and Portugal. He has been married to

Maria Cabral since 1983. They live in the Berkshires in western Massachusetts. They have



one son, Michael, who is married with two daughters and works for an investment bank in

Boston.
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TEMAS

Robert tailors each presentation to the needs of his audience and is not limited to the topics

listed below. Please ask us about any subject that interests you:

o Geopolitics & Global Strategy

e Leadership in Uncertain Times

o The Future of Global Order

« The future of the U.S.-China relationship

e The root causes of global anarchy

» How climate change and clean energy will change geopolitics
o The revenge of geography

e The post-imperial middle east

PROGRAMAS

Geopolitical Fractures and the New Age of Global Disorder

The world is no longer defined by a single global narrative, but by overlapping crises:



geopolitical rivalry, demographic pressure, climate stress, technological disruption, and
institutional decay. In this tightly structured, analytical briefing, Robert D. Kaplan examines
the deep structural forces driving global instability—many of which he identified years before

they reached the headlines.

Rather than focusing on headlines or conflicts, Kaplan explains why instability emerges,
where it is likely to intensify next, and how geopolitical fractures reshape economic

outcomes, supply chains, investment risk, and political decision-making.

Drawing on decades of firsthand research and historical pattern recognition, this program
equips leaders with a long-term framework to interpret global chaos without overreacting to

short-term noise.

Ideal for:

CEOs, boards, global investors, policymakers, risk and strategy teams.

The Future of U.S.—China Relations: Competition, Conflict, and Coexistence

Long before U.S.—China rivalry became conventional wisdom, Robert D. Kaplan was writing
about an emerging cold war rooted in geography, power projection, and strategic culture. In
this program, he analyzes the second phase of globalization—one defined not by

integration, but by fragmentation and rivalry.

Kaplan explores the strategic logic behind China’s naval expansion, the Indo-Pacific
balance of power, and America’s evolving role as a global guarantor of order. The focus is

not ideology, but structure: geography, demographics, economics, and military reality.

This session helps leaders understand how U.S.—China competition will shape global

markets, alliances, technology ecosystems, and geopolitical risk for decades to come.

Ideal for:

Multinationals, financial institutions, technology firms, government audiences.

The Roots of Global Anarchy: Why Disorder Is the New Normal



Based on his landmark Atlantic cover story “The Coming Anarchy’—now updated for the

21st century—this program revisits Kaplan’s most influential ideas through a modern lens.

Kaplan examines how demographic youth bulges, climate stress, pandemics, resource
scarcity, and ethnic fragmentation continue to erode state authority across large parts of the
world. Crucially, he also reflects on what he got wrong—and what leaders can learn from

those miscalculations.

The result is a rare, intellectually honest analysis of global disorder that emphasizes
learning, adaptation, and strategic humility—essential traits for leadership in an

unpredictable world.

Ideal for:

Public sector leaders, NGOs, development banks, global risk forums.

The Revenge of Geography: Power, Place, and Strategic Destiny

In an era obsessed with technology and disruption, Robert D. Kaplan makes a contrarian—

and deeply persuasive—argument: geography still matters more than ever.

From Europe and the Middle East to the Indo-Pacific and the Americas, Kaplan shows how
physical terrain, borders, sea lanes, and historical memory constrain political ambition and
shape global outcomes. Geography, he argues, is the quiet force behind wars, alliances,

and economic power.

This program provides leaders with a strategic lens to understand why some conflicts
persist, why some alliances endure, and why global power shifts are slower—but more

predictable—than they appear.

Ideal for:

Executives, military audiences, strategy teams, academic and policy forums.

The Tragic Mind: Leadership, Power, and Decision-Making in an Uncertain World

Drawing on classical history, political realism, and decades of geopolitical observation, this



program explores what Kaplan calls the tragic mind: the ability to lead while accepting

uncertainty, limits, and unintended consequences.

Kaplan argues that the most dangerous leaders are not cynical—but overly optimistic. In
contrast, effective leadership requires restraint, historical awareness, and the humility to

recognize trade-offs rather than seek perfect solutions.

This is a rare program that connects geopolitics with leadership philosophy, offering
decision-makers a deeper intellectual framework for exercising power responsibly in high-

stakes environments.
Ideal for:

Senior leadership retreats, boards, heads of state, C-suite audiences.
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https://www.amazon.es/Waste-Land-Permanent-Crisis-English-ebook/dp/B0D2W1B519?ref_=ast_author_dp_rw&th=1&psc=1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.naGGy-zmRKFceGhJ5WrO8NN9-yP4LeIE7ckcYX7X5nc93-NB3jo2eDNxv4W1gzKyVGtGdE4qQA0O3cJ6yZSSiyoZPmROwfQZmdw9i4oFpjW5sQjW-d3LfmeuLvGj0DHdzIu5ecnrHbSkOt6eq0RqrmrWVwW1mmosCy7JTw8B12_aukYfL81cfqlMYme9biPQHbRXlLztcQiP_G42mbnMTInA42B_jGGEc5sJBjMo1dI.otzhp57NPBQgHKyYrm6wskvfTE9yNZJmPkpyIZTM1lA&dib_tag=AUTHOR
https://www.amazon.es/Loom-Time-Between-Anarchy-Mediterranean-ebook/dp/B0BPQLS68N?ref_=ast_author_dp_rw&th=1&psc=1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.naGGy-zmRKFceGhJ5WrO8NN9-yP4LeIE7ckcYX7X5nc93-NB3jo2eDNxv4W1gzKyVGtGdE4qQA0O3cJ6yZSSiyoZPmROwfQZmdw9i4oFpjW5sQjW-d3LfmeuLvGj0DHdzIu5ecnrHbSkOt6eq0RqrmrWVwW1mmosCy7JTw8B12_aukYfL81cfqlMYme9biPQHbRXlLztcQiP_G42mbnMTInA42B_jGGEc5sJBjMo1dI.otzhp57NPBQgHKyYrm6wskvfTE9yNZJmPkpyIZTM1lA&dib_tag=AUTHOR
https://www.amazon.es/Tragic-Mind-Burden-Power-English-ebook/dp/B0BSWW94FR?ref_=ast_author_dp_rw&th=1&psc=1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.naGGy-zmRKFceGhJ5WrO8NN9-yP4LeIE7ckcYX7X5nc93-NB3jo2eDNxv4W1gzKyVGtGdE4qQA0O3cJ6yZSSiyoZPmROwfQZmdw9i4oFpjW5sQjW-d3LfmeuLvGj0DHdzIu5ecnrHbSkOt6eq0RqrmrWVwW1mmosCy7JTw8B12_aukYfL81cfqlMYme9biPQHbRXlLztcQiP_G42mbnMTInA42B_jGGEc5sJBjMo1dI.otzhp57NPBQgHKyYrm6wskvfTE9yNZJmPkpyIZTM1lA&dib_tag=AUTHOR

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
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o Travels from: Massachusetts, USA
o Fee Range: Please Inquire
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