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MARIA RESSA

Co-founder & CEO of Rappler, Journalist, Author, and Freedom Advocate. 2021 Nobel Peace

Prize Winner

Co-founded Rappler, the top digital-only news site that is leading the fight for press freedom in the
Philippines

In October 2021, Maria was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of her “efforts to
safeguard freedom of expression”

Maria connects the dots as to how social media and recent technological developments often
deceives and entrenches political power, a dilemma that we all face

Maria was named one of Time Magazine’'s 2018 Person of the Year, was among its 100 Most
Influential People of 2019, and has also been named one of Time’'s Most Influential Women of the
Century

Maria’s most recent book, How to Stand Up to a Dictator, was released in November 2022 and
has been translated into 20 languages



e In July 2024, joined the faculty of Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs
as a professor of professional practice

If you're looking to inspire your audience with a fearless, fighting journalist and pioneering

digital entrepreneur, consider Rappler.com CEO Maria Ressa.

Maria Ressa co-founded Rappler, the top digital-only news site that is leading the fight for
press freedom in the Philippines. As Rappler's CEO, Maria has endured constant political
harassment and arrests by the previous Filipino government headed by Rodrigo Duterte
and forced to post bail ten times to stay free. Rappler’s battle for truth and democracy is the

subject of the 2020 Sundance Film Festival documentary, A Thousand Cuts.

In October 2021, Maria was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of her “efforts to

safeguard freedom of expression, which is a precondition for democracy and lasting peace.”

In her talks, Maria connect the dots as to how social media and recent technological

developments often deceives and entrenches political power, a dilemma that we all face.

For her courage and work on disinformation and ‘fake news,” Maria was named one of Time
Magazine’s 2018 Person of the Year, was among its 100 Most Influential People of 2019,

and has also been named one of Time’s Most Influential Women of the Century.

Before co-founding Rappler, Maria focused on investigating terrorism in Southeast Asia.
She opened and ran CNN’s Manila Bureau for nearly a decade before moving to Indonesia
and opening the network’s Jakarta bureau, which she ran from 1995 to 2005. That was
when she returned to Manila as the senior vice president in charge of ABS-CBN's
multimedia news operations, managing almost a thousand journalists for the largest news

organization in the country.

Maria’s most recent book, How to Stand Up to a Dictator, was released in November 2022
and has been translated into 20 languages with more to come in the future. It is an urgent
cry for readers worldwide to recognize and understand the dangers to our freedoms before

it is too late.



She is an inaugural Carnegie Distinguished Fellow at Columbia University’s newly launched
Institute of Global Politics, where she leads projects related to artificial intelligence and
democracy. In July 2024, she joined the faculty of Columbia University’s School of

International and Public Affairs as a professor of professional practice.

Maria focuses critical attention on the breakdown of our global information ecosystem and
how interconnected communities of action can hold the line to protect democratic values.
She now travels the world speaking to organizations of all kinds on democracy, how to keep

it, and freedom of the press.

Maria now travels the world speaking to organizations of all kinds on freedom of the press,

democracy, corporate governance and the effects of social media on democracy.

TEMAS

Maria tailors each presentation to the needs of her audience and is not limited to the topics

listed below. Please ask us about any subject that interests you:

Freedom

Technology’s impact on democracy

The Fight for Democracy
The Future of Journalism

Corporate Governance

PROGRAMAS

Technology’s impact on democracy

Social media companies have become the dominant source of news and information. The
distributors of news and information gain power. To grow and increase power, the platforms

require continuously increasing viewers which drives advertising revenue.

Social media platforms have discovered that pushing viewers to the extreme left or right



increases engagement which increases ad revenue. To achieve this, the platforms develop

algorithms designed to spread lies, laced with hate and anger.

Technology, once heralded as an enabler, is now the destroyer. How can we re-orient social

media platforms to bring us together rather than divide us?

In this talk, Maria explains how we went off the rails but, more importantly, how we can right

the train.

The Fight for Democracy

In this talk, Maria discusses how today’s style of leadership, us against them, sexism, and

misogyny has given everyone to be their worst selves in many ways.

Democracies rely on elections but as we’ve been manipulated before the elections, where’s
the freedom of will? Without free will, we are simply carrying out the wishes of the

manipulators. How do we protect democracy when surrounded by manipulation?

Maria describes the four-layer pyramid that was successfully executed in the most recent

Philippines election:

o Hashtag facts through social and traditional media

o The Mesh of civil society, NGOs, human rights, and business groups
o Academia research groups

o Legal groups from the left, right, and center working together

This is the time to act. Don’t bury your head in the sand. This is an existential moment and

we either fight for our democracy or we lose our rights.

“We will know whether democracy lives or dies by the end of 2024.*

Maria Ressa

Fighting back with Data

In this talk, Maria explores the power of data as a tool for holding power to account and
fighting back against corruption, disinformation, and authoritarianism. As a journalist and the
recipient of the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize, Ressa has dedicated her career to investigating

and exposing wrongdoing and advocating for transparency and accountability. She will



share how she and her colleagues at Rappler, the online news organization she founded,
use data to uncover and report on the truth. Maria also discusses the challenges and risks
involved in gathering and reporting on sensitive data, particularly in the face of pushback
from those in power. Attendees of this talk gain a deeper understanding of the importance
of data in journalism and the role it can play in holding power to account and promoting

transparency and accountability.

Corporate Governance: How Companies Thirive with Transparency

Maria delves into the importance of transparency in corporate governance and how it can
drive success for businesses. As a journalist and the recipient of the 2021 Nobel Peace
Prize, Ressa has extensive experience investigating and exposing corruption and
malfeasance. She will discuss the role that transparency plays in building trust with
stakeholders and creating a strong and accountable corporate culture. Ressa will also
share insights and examples from her own career and from companies that have
successfully implemented transparent governance practices. Attendees of this talk will
come away with a better understanding of how transparency can benefit businesses and

how to effectively implement it within their own organizations.
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https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/446105/how-to-stand-up-to-a-dictator-by-ressa-maria/9780753559215

HOW TO STAND UP TO A DICTATOR

An Eyewitness Account
of Al-Qaeda’s Newest
Center of Operations

in Southeast Asia

MARIA A. RESSA

Jakarta Bureau Chief, CNN

SEEDS OF TERROR

CONDICIONES

o Travels from: Manila, Philippines
o Fee Range: Please Inquire


https://www.amazon.com/Seeds-Terror-Eyewitness-Account-Al-Qaedas/dp/1451636342
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